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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 


PICTURE BOOKS 


Carroll, Ruth Oxford University Press 
WHERE'S THE BUNNY $2.00 


Although this is listed in the picture-book section, it can be used with pre- 
school through second graders, for the running text is simplified for begiming readers. 
The pictures, by the author,of the bunny and the puppy, as they wake, eat, romp, and play 
hide-and-seek are lively and full of fun, for bunny's eye, or bumy's ear is a find-it 
question - until a sweater as a hiding place offers some trouble for puppy who gets caught 
in the sleeve...Subdued greens and orangey-reds in the colors add to the pleasure of this. 


Cloth-bound, oblong shape. (8/17) 


Byj, Charlot William Sloane 
CHRISTMAS ON STAGE $1.25 


A merchandise item - and not too durable - this spiral bound, all paper, col- 
lection of Christmas poems and prayers, two one-page stories and two songs with music, with 
the right-hand pages expanding into shadow box pictures. Byj's illustrations have a chubby, 

. old-fashioned flavor that should appeal to conservative adult tastes. A plus sales, sea- 
sonal category for this rather than any established market. In a cardboard box with a 


cellophane window. (9/19) 
PICTURE-STORY BOOKS 


Amiot, Pierre Conmnr’IeGtees 
BIJOU The Little Bear $1.75 


Translated from the French, by Jacqueline de leon, this is the very simple story 
of little Bijou's adventures when he finds a friend in the orphaned Annette and helps her 
get to the Carnival. It is an older bear, Anatole, who plots the little girl's escape 
from her horrid aunt (quite a horrid escape too), who tangles with a one-bear bani, and 
who remembers a tent they can hide in when the aunt catches up with them. Disguised as 
clowns they are safe once more and Annette goes to live with Bijou ami his family. A cer- 
tain artificiality to both the story and the author's 4 color illustrations mar the in- 
nocence of this tale. Paper on board, cloth back. (9/29) 

| j 
Berg, Jean Horton . Grosset & Dunlap 
Wonder Books 


THREE MICE AND A CAT $.25 


And when two of the mice are sure they can outsmart Stanislaus the cat they van- 
ish all too quickly, so that the third little mouse who admits she is scared and not bright 
is the only one who survives. Stanislaus’ fury at not being able to catch her is the cause 
of his being sent away and Sally Skip Under The Bed has the house all to herself. Told in 
e kind of gangling doggerel this tale of a mouse-catching cat may not be acceptable in all 
homes, but the full color, somewhat awkward pictures by Art Seiden have a light-hearted 
appeal. Washable covers. (Publ.) 
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Goodell, Patricia Grosset & Dunlap 
Wonder Books 
THE COW IN THE SILO $.25 


Grady’s Funny Adventure « which turns out to be a very strange one - for Grady 
is a cow belonging to Mrs. O'Grady and her milk which made very fine cream and very fine 
butter and very fine cheese and very fine buttermilk supplied all of Mrs. O'Grady’s neigh- 
bors. But a blunt-nosed, bothersome bluebottle fly bit Grady, Grady crashed into the silo 
- and couldn't get out. None of the methods suggested for getting her out are possible - 
until Mre. O'Grady gets a smooth idea which works the miracle. The pictures, in full 
color, by Dellwyn Cunningham, offer plenty of object interest for the young listener, and 
are & gay accompaniment to a frolicsame story. Washable covers. (Publ.) 


Will & Nicolas Harcourt, Brace 
THE TWO REDS $2.00 


A boy with red hair and a red cat are enemies, for the cat is interested in the 
boy's bowl of goldfish, but they live in the same neighborhood in New York City and walk 
the same streets. The boy is interested in everything and the cat considers everything in 
the light of possible food. When the boy is caught as a spy by the Seventh Street Signal 
Senders and running from them, the cat is ruming from an irate fishmonger from whom he 
has just stolen a small fish and when the two chases collide the boy and the cat walk a- 
way from the danger - ready to be friends. New York backyards offer a new setting for 
this story which may be, however, a bit too adult and sophisticated for the age-level at 
which it is directed. Nicolas’ illustrations are bold, angular, modern in essence, and in 
vivid reds and yellows, and some are on colored pages. Not for those brought up on more 
traditional books. Cloth bound. (8/17) 


Krauss, Ruth Harper 
THE BACKWARD DAY $1.50 


The appeal of this little book is its nonsense for the little boy who wakes to 
decide that "Today is backward day" carries through his dressing backwards, walks back- 
wards, Sits backwards at the breakfast table - and is joined by his father and mother and 
little sister. He lands himself right back in bed, and, with backward day gone, is all 
ready to start the day properly. The idea will amuse when the tedium of too much routine 
is overpowering, and also show that a joke is a joke and not to be kept up indefinitely. 
The illustrations by Marc Simont are bold, with the colors, blue, yellow ani green, sub- 
dued and pleasing to the eye. (9/25) 


b 


Ylla Harper 
TICO-TICO $2.00 


Photographs by Ylla set in a rather labored text by Niccola Tucci concerning a 
proud squirrel who promised to carry the city away on his back for the love of a pretty 
feline. Ylla's animal pictures are always a treat and here is a noisy and varied assort- 
ment of subjects--Palla, young girl cat, Tico-Tico, the squirrel, a dog, rabbit, frog, 
turtle, skunk, monkey, and a cockatoo. Tico-Tico never does carry the city on his back 
but Palla lets him share her house all the same and be the “squirrel of her heart", there- 
by relieving the minds of all the other frightened, angry animals. The author has a feel- 
ing for animal personality here--contagious in Ylla pictures--but too mich interest has 
been generated in the fairy tale city-carrying project. Its abandonment is a disappoint- 
ment to the fanciful child. But watch children, animal lovers and photographers pore over 


this one! (10/4) 














August 1, 1950 READ ALOUD -hihe 


Beebe, Catherine Bruce 


THE STORY OF MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS $2.50 


The life of the Virgin Mary for Catholic children. The narrative follows the 
story of Mary from Birth, Childhood, through the Annunciation, Marriage, Journey to Beth- 
lehem, the early childhood of Jesus, His Ministry, the Crucifixion, Resurrection, begin- 
ning of the Church, and the Assumption. Although concentrating upon the Divine Attributes 
of Mary, Her participation in events commemorated to-day in the Church, the emphasis is 
placed upon Mary as the Mother of Jesus and the deep spiritual communion between Them. 

A quiet, thorough narrative which should be of value to the Catholic child as it not only 
clarifies the church festivals and prayers in honor of Mary (giving calendar dates) but 
simplifies the Scriptural stories. Traditional pen and ink sketches by Robb Beebe. Im- 


primatur Archbishop Kiley of Milwaukee. (Publ.) 


Behn, Harry Harcourt, Brace 
ALL KINDS OF TIME $2.00 


Original and expressive concepts of time, perhaps above and beyond the age of 
this group at times, but of such imaginative appeal that, read aloud, there will be de- 
lighted acceptance of the ideas. Besides the kinds of time - “Seconds are bugs, minutes 
are children”, timepieces - clocks, grandfather clocks “never run...They walk, slowly" 
and watches “are small clocks to carry", there is a description of taking a clock apart 
and what happened when it is put together - "It ran away as if something had frightened 
it”....An unusual book, delightful in its execution. Illustrations by the author (ex- 


planations by the parents.) (8/17) 


De Jong, Meindert Harper 
THE TOWER BY THE SEA $2.50 


A sparkling legend with a moral, about a witch hunt, a cat with one blue eye, a 
magpie, and a Wise Old Woman. The Wise Old Woman in a Dutch village a long time ago lived 
near a graveyard, taught her cat with one blue eye to live in peace with her pet magpie 
and was often seen in the company of Mad Alice, a pitiful woman who walked in the grave- 
yards mourning the death of her imagined baby. This is enough to convince the townspeople 
that the Wise Old Woman is a witch and when fever strikes the village and the child of the 
burgomaster is stolen, the Wise Old Woman is condemned to die. Some straight, hard think- 
ing by the burgomaster and the Wise Old Woman and a happy chance when waves carry the 
baby's cradle balanced by the blue-eyed cat away from Mad Alice, who stole it, to the 
village shore, bring a happy ending and a lesson in the terrible results of hysteria and 
superstition. There is an unpleasant scene in which the cat is treated very cruelly and 
the poetic simplification of character may be overly sophisticated for some of this age 
group, but on the whole, this is a well-sustained story with suspense, action, mature 
structure, and pleasant fairy-tale prose. Illustrated by Barbara Comfort with 15 full 


pages of black and white pen drawings. (10/13) 


Winters, Mary K- fd. Hart 
THE ASK-ME BOOK OF BEST-LOVED FAIRY TAIES $1.25 


A departure from the usual fairy-tale collection, the 14 here are each followed 
by a page of questions the small listener can answer and pictures of objects from the 
story he can point out, which give an ample opportunity for talking over the story and 
for discussing what happened - and why. Some parents may feel there are a few leading 
questions, "Wasn't the princess silly to be so delicate?", or that the emphasis on right 
and wrong occurs too frequently, but they can be edited according to tastes. Experiment 
with this will prove whether or not the idea is sound. The illustrations in black and 
white, yellow and pink, by Jane Flory are simple and undistinguished. (Publ.) 
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Webb, Addison Morrow 
SONG OF THE SEASONS Sf $2 50 
























@ * A fresh, sensitive approach to nature study in a humming, bustling, scurrying 
cross-section view of animal life. "Spring is for babies; summer for learning; autum for 
feasting; and winter for resting." And within the sections devoted to the four seasons 
the young reader finds a great variety of wild animals from bees and tiny field mice to 
giant grizzlies. Bees and beavers, frogs and fish, porcupines and ‘possums, foxes, wood- 

chucks and eagles--a wood, field, tree and pond-full of building nests and homes, tending 
| babies, teaching the young, eating, running from enemies, storing food, hibernating and 
re ere and hunting. Charming illustrations by Charles L. Ripper make this a treat. 


7S 


Bianco, Pamela Oxford University Press 
PARADISE SQUARE . $2.00 


A book similar to Playtime in Cherry Street in its chronicles of David, 53, and 
Carol, 43, the toys they have and the toys they find, and the friends they make. They 
collect silver paper, they get the measles, they break some Christmas ornaments, they have 
tea and garden parties, Carol gets mislaid, there are presents for each, and they are not 

| always in their Mother's good graces. But when Christmas comes, with a letter to Santa 
Claus and the promise not to hang up their own stockings, but the doll's, they wake to a 
happy Christmas Day. The story has an "itsy-bitsy" quality which is also evident in the 
author's blue and white drawings, as mannered as usual. A specialized market here. (8/17) 


Pratten, Albra Oxford University Press 
WINKIE The Grey Squirrel $1.50 


An English import in the best of the picture tradition, for the full color, fac- 
@ ing pages, and black and white single spots, by Ralph S. Thompson are classic in their de- 
tail and really pretty colors. They accompany the text admirably and show how the little 
grey squirrel was picked up after a fall, brought home, and had the run of the house and 
outdoors; they show too what a tease and greedy-gut he was, how the fall and coming of win- 
ter made a pattern, of hoarding mts, finding a nest, etc., that he had to follow. For a 
definitely conservative buying group. (8/17) 


Meg, Elisabeth + 
8, A CHEESE FOR LAFAYETTE 1-50 


Founded in fact this tells of the gift from the poor people of Nantucket to 
lafayette. For with the war's ending and France’ offer to buy whale oil, the islanders 
decided there mst be a present for the Marquis and the discussion revolved around the 
idea it mst be from all of them. Milk came from everyone's cow, all had a hand in the 
making of the cheese, and the 500 pound “monster” (for that is what lefayette called it) 
was sent on its way. The joint authorship of "Elisabeth Meg" presents the tale with all 
the simplicity of a long-told tale and the two color illustrations by Helen Belkin have 
an unassuming, period feel. A really nice addition to American history. (8/2%) 

aH 
EASY READING As 














Holiday House 


Black, Irma Simonton ? 
DUSTY And His Friends $1.50 












All about a little beagle that was shy and who proved he wasn't cowardly but 
friendly. With owners who didn't want him to chase squirrels and birds, he was the per- 
fect dog as he quietly learned about the wild life around him, when he warned about a 
starling in distress, as he made a new friend in a kitten, and he showed how valiant he 
was when he attacked a big dog who was chasing the kitten. A first reading book whose 
pictures by Barbara Latham in black and white are effective. (9/15) 
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Mason, Miriam E. Macmillan 
HOMINY $1.50 


* A gay Indian yarn with a touch of gentle humor is all about young Hominy, his 
adventures, and a great quest. When Hominy was six he heard from his grandfather, the old 
chief, about the Bad Luck Bird and thought what a fine thing it would be if he could shoot 


him with a silver arrow, the only weapon that could be used. But Hominy had to learn things ' 


first - when you leave maple sugar unguarded the bears will steal it; a clumsy log boat is 
safer in rapids than a graceful, white, lake canoe; blunt-nosed arrows fly straight, too. 
Finally Hominy is ready for his quest, but things turn out different from his expectations- 
the silver arrow is lost in the river when the white canoe upsets, the Bad Iuck Bird him- 
self rides peacefully with Hominy down the river on a tree limb. Hominy, however, is giv- 
en a womterful gift to bring back to his people and to awaken the languid appetite of the 
ailing chief - corn which laughs and chuckles in the pot and which explodes into delicious 
white flowers. Cheerful, simple prose, suitable for third year reading. Illustrated by 


George and Doris Hauman. (10/10) 


Smith, Irene Whittlesey House 
LUCKY DAYS FOR JOHNNY $1.75 


A matter-of-fact little boy's story in which ordinary events are handled with 
interest and homelike humor. For Johnny's teacher came to dinner and made a great hit 
with his four uncles and all was well until Johnny realized he would have a new teacher 
next year. This almost spoiled his visit to his aunt's farm the next day, but a meeting 
with the principal made him happy again, and then on Sunday when he and his uncles walked 
with the teacher, there were two sundaes and promises of more. Not much action but young 
readers will find this to their masculine tastes. The unassuming drawings in black and 
white by Kurt Wiese are in keeping. (8/77) 23 


8-11 FICTION 


Buck, Pearl S. John Day 
ONE BRIGHT DAY $2.00 


eee-amd one which held some pretty big lessons for Mrs. Jackson and her two 
daughters, Nora, 7 and sickly, and Jane, 6, far too well and always in trouble. En route 
from China to America for medical care for Nora, Jane gets in all the ship's officers hair 
- as well as the Captain's - and makes Mrs. Jackson's life miserable. The day's stop in 
Kobe introduces them to Mr. Nishima through Jane's naughtiness and their promise to give 
him all their time ashore leads them to the deer, the parrots, a puppet show and the beach 
where his understanding ways put Mrs. Jackson to shame and gentle the girls into courteous 
behavior. For all its import and the stressing of the superiority of the Japanese approach 
to children and life, this has a might-be-true quality which its unaccented style emphasi- 
zes, and makes for an uncomplicated treatment of the delicate issues of child behavior and 
obedience. Pearl Buck's name has its own audience. (8/207 . 

| 
Warner, Priscilla M. - Doubleday 
BIDDY CHRISTMAS $2.50 


An over-fragile, sentimental English story about a ten-year-old girl, her donkey, 
Biddy, and a Christmas message. Jan Martin is overjoyed when her father buys a pretty grey 
donkey for her to ride on the Martin farm. From the housekeeper she learns the lovely 
Bible legends about donkeys and after a mysterious dream "conversation" with Biddy on 
Christmas Eve, she discovers the true meaning of Christmas and gives her dearest possess- 
ion, Biddy to a young friend. Biddy, however, would soon have been too small for her to 
ride on, and since she inherits her brother's pony, her Christmas happiness is complete. 
Altogether too much squeezing, kissing, hugging, and high-strung capers for most stolid 
ten-year-olds but atmospheric for Christmas. Illustrated by the author. “(ab2XT , a. 

[2 | 
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Knopf 


Stone, Eugenia 
$2.50 


THE SAGEBRUSH FILLY 











This exciting, adventure-packed story of the sagebrush and cattle country of 
Nevada should be of interest to all he-men of ten and up who like a long, hard and success- 
ful chase. Rick Mapleton, ten, an orphan, whose best friend is a Piute Indian boy, Baza- 
no, sells his beloved filly, Pidgie, to secure money for his grandmother's eye operation. 
The new owner is unkind; Pidgie tries to return to Rick (this scene is a bit harrowing 

for the sensitive child) and eventually does run away from the hateful new owner after 
giving him several uncomfortable moments. The search for Pidgie takes Rick first on a 
colorful wild horse hunt with the Piutes during which a beautiful wild stallion, Pungo, 

is featured; next on a thrilling tracking down of two escaped criminals; lastly to an 
Indian reservation where ceremonial dances and games are taking place. At length, after 

a@ year or so, Pidgie is found on a visit to an old man who lives alone in the wilds and 
loves both boys and animals. She is with Pungo and there is a wonderful new colt, Pungo 
Jr. Entertaining and instructive accounts of Indian life and customs. Of doubtful inter- 
est to girls of this age, although Rick does have a younger sister, Jinny, who aids and 
abets his plans. Illustrated by Earl Mayan, (10/6) 































Reynolds, Dickson Nelson 
CHERRIES ARE RIPE $2.50 


A family story laid in the Okanagan Valley (Canada) tells of the Poppys' efforts 
to find a permanent home. In a trailer they go cherry picking and meet a lady dowser, an 
immigrant boy, learn to ride horseback, and through new friends are at last successful in 
locating a place to live. There's regional material here which is of greater interest than 
po a commonplace family. Illustrated by Dorothy Bayley Morse in black and white. 
Publ. 

Darling, F. Fraser Oxford University Press 

SANDY THE RED DEER $2.00 





Of the Highlands of Scotland and the red deer that live there, this, in straight- 
forward prose tells of their life as Roddie and Flora, children of a stalker, watch Samy 
and the hind, Sheena, play and fight and grow up during the seasons. Full of the feel of 
the country, packed with information about deer and all their habits, this is slimly story, 
largely natural history of specialized appeal. Imported from England, the text is full of 
technical terms relating to deer, but all simply defined, and with no basic hurdles in 
language for the confirmed reader of nature lore; the illustrations by Kiddell-Monroe, in 
soft black and reddish brown, have a sweep in keeping with the high hills. Paper on boards. 


(8/3) 





Hogner, Dorothy Childs Oxford University Press 
DUSTY'S RETURN $2.50 


This story of a little burro is a tale of southwestern deserts and mountains, of 
domestication and wildness. For Dusty had been born in captivity, knew only kindness, and, 
when sold to a hard-driving, cruel cattle rustler, took her chance at escape when the time 
came. Her escape took her among the bighorns, and to the shack of prospector Andrews who 
was able to tame her back into harness. But her encounter with Big Jack, of the wild burro 
pack, results in a foal of her own, Mousey, and when Andrews doesn't appear she joins Big 
Jack's herd in all their dangers of existence. On their return from the mountains she 
finds Andrews again - and chooses human companionship for keeps. A solid story, filled 
with outdoor lore, this has black and white illustrations by Nils Hogner. (8/17) 


© Sutcliff, Rosemary Oxford University Press 
THE QUEEN ELIZABETH STORY $2.00 





For those who are still fairy-and once-upon-a-time-minded, this story of young 
Perdita who lived in Elizabethan England and whose wish, when the Pharisees (fairies) gave 
her one on her birthday, was to see and touch the Queen. Before her wish comes true, she 
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finds a friend in Adam who shows her the magic of Golden Samarakand, goes to a fair, has i 
Christmas, visits a ship, so that throughout the England of those days is displayed for | 
an inguiring reader. When it is confirmed that Elizabeth is to pass through Perdita waits | 
her chance - and is laid low with red spots: But Adam is brave enough to venture into the 
Queen's presence, and gets a Royal Command for Perdita to appear at the ball later. And 
there is a private audience with the dreamed-of ruler, who finishes off the dream by giving 
her a favor. There's lots of detail here, of customs, clothing, houses, speech, educa- 
tion, etc., and the story is unhurried in its progress. Not for the action-minded child 

for the more serious reader, rather. Black and whites by C. Walter Hodges. (8/3) 

















Beckman, Joan Whittlesey House 
SKYLARK FARM $2.50 | 







A patterned horse story adds to its stature by a pleasant family picture, believ- 
able situations and enough spectacular action for reading enjoyment. For 12 year old Sib 
Riley is a completely normal girl - good and bad tempered, loyal and friendly - and her 
championship of Scotty who turns up at Skylark Farm turns out to be well worthwhile. For 
Scotty is accused of horse stealing, the family think Scotty may have stolen Sib's ten 
dollars for the entry fee for the horse show at the county fair, but Sib believes in his 
honesty, and his help in training Cactus, her very own horse, makes it possible for her 

to win the show. Not before Scotty has created more problems which are explained away at 
the end of the show. Farm life in Washington, sound horsemanship, and easily handled 


suspense. The illustrations are by Pers Crowell. (9/#7) 














Whittlesey House 


Eberle, Irmengarde 
LORIE $2.00 












A rather gentle story of small town life centers around eleven year old lorie, 
her mother and two younger brothers. A new boy comes to town and makes a valuable addi- 
tion to Lorie‘'s circle, since his father owns the moving picture theater and distributes 
passes. But Lorie's mother decides she must go to work so Lorie and Jim are sent to live 
with relatives on a farm while mother takes the baby to get experience in Buffalo. Iorie 
is allowed to visit her best friend in Wheeler and while there is able to help John (the 
new boy's) father and in return Mr. Hurley offers a chance for Lorie's mother to return 
to a business of her own, so the family is reunited. Some fairly grown-up-behavior for an 
eleven-year old, but the daily incidents and the fun things kids do will satisfy readers 
of this age. Mary Stevens' black and white pictures are active. (9/20) 

























Frost, Frances Whittlesey House 
THEN CAME TIMOTHY $2.00 


Timothy proved that if you believe in lepracauns- you could see them - and play 
with them - and find a whole new world of delight. Orphaned Kathy, living with her grand- 
parents on Singing Cow Island, in Casco Bay, Maine, and loving the stories Old Rory tells 
of the Little People, is the first one Timothy Sweetfern comes to see and she and her 
grandparents and Philip and his parents all get to know the little man's peppery temper 
and feel his grand furies when he is displeased. Permitted a three day visit, Timothy 
not only makes friends with the dog and cat, but even helps to catch the thie? who is rob- 
bing Old Rory's lobster pots so that his return in his egg shell ship is a sad moment for 
all. A nice treatment of the fairy tale world, this makes the most of Irish folklore and 
gay spirits. Richard Bennett's pictures. (8/77) 2\3 


8-11 NON-FICTION 


Bleecker, Sonia Morrow 
& INDIANS OF THE LONGHOUSE V$2.00 





, * A refreshing presentation and careful research place this story of the Iroquois 
Indians in the front ranks. In the introduction, the occupations, villages, and organiza- 
tions of the Iroquois--a federation of six different tribes--are discussed. The author 
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vitalizes the usual static text book picture of Indian life by using asa framework the 
four seasons of activity. We see the women making maple sugar, the games of lacrosse 
(originated by the Indians) at the Maple Festival, the planting and hunting in the spring; 
weaving, sewing, warring, and trading in the summer; the harvests and festivals of the 
fall; the life in the long houses in the winter. A great deal of information simplified 
in informal, lucid prose. Charming sketches by Althea Karr. (9/20), 
















Selsam, Millicent E. Morrow 
PLAY WITH TREES $2.00 






* Trees become a source of instruction and fun in this superior activity and na- 
ture study book. Beginning with an activity section startlingly titled "How to Grow Your 
Own Trees" in which there is advice about recognizing,planting, and caring for seedlings 
in a home-made indoor "nursery", the author tells us a lot about leaves, stems, buds, 
twigs and flowers of familiar trees. The graphic drawings of Fred F. Scherer supply an 
excellent guide for identification. The first appeal of this book will be in the sug- 
gested projects for growing, collecting and preserving specimens, but this is also a 
sound introduction to the scientific method,encouraging of keen observation as the basis 
for elementary classification and identification. Invaluable for the classroom nature 
study groups and alert youngsters who enjoy the out-of-doors. (10/4) 









































Acker, Helen : Nelson 
FIVE SONS OF ITALY $2.25 


| Companion volume to two earlier books, four Sons of Norway, Three Boys of Old | 
Russia, this contimes the aim to show that, in knowing the people of other countries, "we | 
come to the great fact that the men of our world are brothers” and in its simple direct- : 
ness gives a competent account of Ieonardo Da Vinci, Michelangelo Buonarroti, Galileo 
® Galilei, Nicolo Paganini and Giuseppe Verdi. The emphasis here of necessity is on the 
artistic but the five biographical sketches include much of the history and contemporary 
characters, and the flamelike character of their subjects’ legendary lives is transmitted. 
Excellent supplementary and reference material. Bibliography - no index. (Publ.) 


12-15 FICTION 


Lampman, Evelyn Sibley Doubleday 
THE BOUNCES OF CYNTHIANN' $2.50 


* This story about four proud orphans and the small community which adopts them 
makes a pleasant, warmhearted period piece. Orphaned Matthew (14), Marcia (13), Luke (10), 
and baby Joanna Bounce take the long journey from Rhode Island to Cynthianna, Oregon, in 
1870 after their mother's death only to find that their prospective guardian died two weeks 
before their arrival. Proud but penniless, the childred are divided and cared for by the 
citizens of "Cynthiann'", each (except the baby) working for his board. Soon, although 
the children are happy in the love and affection of the families and at home in the friend- 
ly commnity, Matthew (as head of the family) decides that the Bounces must be kept to- 
gether in spite of the foster families’ desire to adopt each child. The community helps 
the Bounces to raise money by an auction to go to Maine to live with a relative and also 
repairs the house left to them by a widow in the town. However, after the commnity votes 
to adopt the family, the Bounces decide to stay in Cynthiann'’as they can live as a family 
in their house. A bright, bubbling, friendly story. Illustrations by Grace Paull. (9/21) 





J.L.G. 
Furman, Josh- £d. Lantern 
TEEN“AGE GRIDIRON STORIES $2.50 
td] Short stories which feature the excitement as well as the character-building 


aspects of football, these should have a wide audience among the pigskin followers. From 
the pens of William Heyliger, B. J. Chute, Harold Sherman, Stephen Holt, Charles Coombs, 
Fletcher D. Slater, and H. W. Sandberg, they emphasize the need for cooperation, control 
as well as conscience, ami the ethics of sportsmanship. There's some humor too and more 
than enough thrills for boys in this age group. Black and white illustrations by William 


B. Ricketts. (8/15) 
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Du Soe, Robert C. Longmans, Green 
THE BOATSWAIN'S BOY $2.25 










Warring craft and the dangerous life on the briney in 1812 makes a man of a 
shipminded youngster in this absorbing, authentic sea yarn. Young gentleman, Jonithan 
Amery, cockily setting out for a post as midshipman on the American Constitutionwith the 
blessings of his seafaring father, is impressed and forced to serve as a boy on an Ameri- 
can privateer which is soon captured by the British. Pretending to be a British sailor, 
Jonithan, with his friend, Adam, the boatswain, and Tim, another boy, goes aboard the 
victor ship. However, although he says he is a boatswain's boy, Jonithan is separated 
from Adam and undergoes the hardships and indignities of an ordinary seaman at that time. 
The second British ship on which he serves is captured by the American United States, 
Jonithan's appointment papers for the Constitution are accepted, he serves as midshipman 
on the United States and finally is assigned the task of bringing to Baltimore a prize 
schooner with a token crew. Responsibility and understanding of the men he leads, tech- 
nical knowledge and practical experience mature and strengthen him for the life of a lead- 
er on the sea. Illustrated by Arthur Harper. (9/27) 




































Blyton, Enid Macmillan 
THE SHIP OF ADVENTURE $2.50 


That hardy foursome - the Mannerings and the Trents all ready for adventures to 
“crop up" on summer hols but Mrs. Mannering's refusal to let them get into any more dan- 
gerous situations lands them on the Viking Star’s cruise for a “peaceful” vacation. When 
Philip acquires a new pet monkey and a present of a ship in a bottle for his birthday, and 
when Mother is forced to retum to an ailing relative, their adventures really begin - for 
the ship contains a map of buried treasure which a passenger shows too much interest in. 
With the arrival of their regular companion, Bill, and the lay-over of the Viking Star, 
e Bill and the children are off to track down the old Greek treasure and their success hangs 
in doubt as they are caught by the grabby Mr. Eppy...Between the ever present parrot, Kiki, 
and the monkey, and their own courage they reach safety....Established authorship for an 
audience ready-made, this has more possible invention than some of the previous books. 


(G27 9-26 


Trachsel, Myrtle Macmillan 
ELIZABETH OF THE MAYFLOWER $2.50 


The Mayflower sails again in this authentic, readable, and artistically con- 
ceived story for girls. Chapters launched by quotations from Bradford's "History of the 
Pilimouth Plantation" follow the fortunes of the diminishing group of Pilgrims from their 
departure from Holland to the start of the winter of 1621. The saga of courage and en- 
durance is seen through the eyes of thirteen year old Elizabeth Tilley (who later became 
the wife of John Howland). Although as one of the original 102 Pilgrims, Elizabeth loses 
her uncle, father, and gay Dutch step-mother, suffers with the others the rough voyage, 
the cold, sickness and death of that first spring and works desperately through the summer 
for food, she never loses her faith. The consistent nobility of the heroine may irk the 
more red-blooded reader but the period dialogue is blessedly removed from the pidgin 
Elizabethan usual in juvenile Mayflowerstories. Gentle, slow-moving but authentic and 
human. Illustrated by Stephani Godwin. (9/26) 


Riley, Louise Messner 
THE MYSTERY HORSE $2.50 


This is a lively tale of adventure and courage, showing throughout the love of 
ee a boy for a horse. The author knows her terrain well, having spent much of her life in 
the Canadian province of Alberta. Bob and Elizabeth, brother and sister, with some as- 
sistance from neighbors and the Canadian Mounties foil the efforts of two horse thieves 
to steal, for a second time, Mystery, a thoroughbred. The story is solidly wholesome and 
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packed with excitement, and ends happily when, through the generosity of the original own- 
er, Mystery becomes Bob's own property. Should appeal to teen-agers who enjoy books about 
ranch life and horses. Illustrated by John Merle Smith. (9/22) 























Treat, Roger L. Messner 
DUKE OF THE BRUINS $2.50 


A routine story of professional football with admirable overtones emphasizing 
racial understanding. Tommy Duke is a poor boy of Polish descent whose widowed mother 
needs an eye operation, While working at his job in a grocery store, Tommy dreams of 
earning a big salary with the Chicago Bruins. He knows it is improbable that he can be- 
come a member of the team, but he works at the park in his spare time and makes friends 
with some of the personnel. Because of an injury to one of the regular players, Tamy 
is given a chance to play and makes the headlines in his first game. His career is al- 
most ruined by Phil O'Keefe, who holds a grudge against Tommy because of former punish- 
ment at the hands of Tommy's father. O'Keefe accuses Tommy of stealing, of disloyalty 
towards the team, and of friendship with a notorious, disqualified boxer. The latter 
forces O'Keefe to admit that he framed Tommy and also convinces the officials that the 
charges that brought about his own disqualification were false. The story ends with a 
contract for Tommy and a bonus that will take care of his mother’s operation. Reliable 
football fare. (9/22) 


Anderson, Ethel Todd Nelson 
RAINBOW CAMPUS $2.25 


The author of the excellent college story Jhe Scarlet Bird continues to tell of 
happenings at the University of Hawaii, this time the search for an Indian prince who is 
attending the University incognito. Hawaiian Mele and Japanese-American Suki are intri- 

® gued by the idea and enlist the aid of Mele's brother and his friends to learn the prince's 
identity. Their sleuthing runs through two school entertainments, various local parties 
and customs, and eventually a tidal wave before their mystery man is ummasked. More of 
racial relations here and a colorful picture of South Seas collegiate life. (Publ.) 


Vetter, Marjorie Nelson 
& Bowman, Ruth Baker- Ads. $2.50 
AMERICAN GIRL FAVORITE STORIES 


There's humor, romance, adventure, and some mystery in this collection from the 
magazine. And there's Janet Lambert, Sally Knapp, Betty Cavanna, Phyllis Whitney, Vivian 
Breck, Esther Greenacre Hall among others to tell about girls' problems, girls' behavior, 
girls’ correspondence, girls and boys, girls and girls, girls and grownups, etc., etc. 

A varied collection - if not top literary, entertainment-worthy. (Publ. 







Wellman, Manly Wade Nelson 
THE RAIDERS OF BEAVER LAKE $2.00 







The Sleuth Patrol was a Junior Literary Guild and a good combination of Boy Scout 
and detection material; this new title rings in a variation on the same mixture. For Ran- 
dy Hunter, a Boy Scout, comes to live with his grandfather in North Carolina and fights 

his way into acceptance with Jebs who knows the local wildlife but nothing about Scouting. 
Randy teaches him from his experience while Jebs enlarges Randy's horizons in natural 
history- particularly in all details of beaver life at the colonies established by the 
Govermment. When they discover would-be poachers, the excitement begins, traps for the 
beavers are found and traps for the despoilers are laid. Randy gets in trouble with his 
grandfather, both he and Jebs are caught by the law-breakers, Randy escapes and returns 

to save Jebs, making full use of their Scouting lore. Good out-of-doors material and 
believable exploits. (Publ.) 
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Stowe, Aurelia- fd Random House 
IT'S A DATE $2.50 


A tepid collection for girls of short story variations on the bobbysox romance 
theme of the jive and post-jive era. The pattern - Father, newspaper-hidden, Mother , 
dotingly unstrung, and Son or Daughter equipped with, or miserably without, a "steady" 
date, jalopy or crowd - is generously employed in this collection. Most of the stories 
are of the girl - gets (keeps, gets rid of) boy variety and an adventure of radio's feline 
fourteen-year old, Corliss Archer, and her simple-minded Dexter, eerily infatuated for 
his tender age is "included. Above the Corliss Archerlevel are - an amusing teen-age 
introspection by Lucille Vaughan Payne, a story of growing ‘emotional maturity by Gertrude 
Schweitzer, and account by Mary Hastings Bradley of a dismal evening being "stuck" at a 
dance. Some creaks in this collection, such as references to Cons e Bennett, Jean 
Harlow, and the Four Marx Brothers, but generally harmless. (9 9) 


12-15 NON-FICTION 


Peters, Fritz Harper 
THE BOOK OF THE YEAR $2.50 


A lovely, imaginative book which is on the borderline of poetry in its personali- 
zed presentation of each month of the year. Chronologically, from January on, the house, 
the brook, the crocus, the grass, the tree, the rain, the sun, the wheat, the fire, the 
wind, the cricket, the Christmas Tree - all speak for their period of the year, and, as 
"I", tell of the incidents, the atmosphere, the cyclic changes, the background of nature, 
and life in the country. The twelve scratchboard drawings to illustrate each section by 
Ilonka Karasz have the same lyrical quality as the text and are an effective accompani- 
ment. A specialty book for the more sensitive reader. (8/16) 


Fox, Ruth Random House 
MILESTONES OF MEDICINE $2.75 - 


A companion to her earlier Great Men of Medicine (1947), this capsules and con- 
centrates the stories behind medical discoveries. Here is Rontgen and the X-ray, Madame 
Curie and radium; from the pharmacists come the developments in pain-killing, and vitamin 
research; there is the war on diptheria and yellow fever; and the last section deals with 
Banting's contribution to the treatment of diabetes - insulin,and Fleming's pioneer work 
with penicillin. Throughout full attention is given to the long, weary road of investi- 
gation, experiment, trial and error; there is enough of personal story and medical history 
to fill in the picture of scientific progress. An excellent high school book for students 
with an interest in medicine. (9/ 


Ae 
Special 1 on LANDMARK SERIES 


The publishers plan about twelve books in this $1.50 series at present. The books are to 
recreate and expand "landmark" events in the growth and settlement of America. Manna for 
the history teacher and for parents eager for their young to absorb a sense of America’s 
past, this series by veteran juvenile authors and editors should find an enthusiastic 
following at the price. 


Kantor, MacKinlay Random House 
LEE AND GRANT AT APPOMATTOX Vol. VIII | $1.50 


** This story of lee and Grant and the peace negotiations at Appomattox is history 
in the grand manner -- with the great gestures, personalities, and rough sentiment leaven- 
ed for this generation by a realistic, terse, camera technique and illuminating details 
but giving a wide range of space and time. The author follows the anxious exchange of 
early negotiations--Grant's repeated demands for surrender, Iee's reluctant pleas for 
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terms, a last minute truce, and the final meeting at Appomattox. With a vivid pictorial 
imagination the author gives the young reader scenes to remember--a cigar-coal glowing 
silently on a dark porch in Farmville, Virginia, as the northern troops cheer their brown- 
bearded general; a grey-faced general with a grey beard and uniform on a powerful grey 
horse, named Traveller; an exchange of notes by Iee and Northern soldiers, as Union and 
Rebel troops finger their rifles; and then, two hats and two pairs of gloves on a marble- 
topped table and a shocking clatter of spurs in a quiet room at Appomattox. But there are 
off-stage flashes, too,--the faces of weary, hungry men, thin hands touching Traveller 
who carries his heart-broken master away from Appomattox, a glimpse in the future as an 
old man at a soldiers" home reminisces. Living, dramatic history in a modern idiom. 
Illustrated by Donald McKay. (10/23) 


Lawson, Marie Random House 
POCAHONTAS AND CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH Vol. III - $1.50 


* The rugged tale of the fortunes of the first English settlers in America, the 
story of Roanoke and Jamestown and of Indian fighting, ships and shipwrecks, and brave 
men. Destruction, reinforcements, plenty, and again, starvation, Indian raids, dissen- 
sion, fever and cold,--all mark the Virginia story from the tragic and mysterious end of 
the Roanoke colony to the formation of the House of Burgesses. The Pocahontas-Captain 
John Smith episode is solemnly highlighted here in spite of the fact that the legend of 
the famous Indian girl who saved the Smith head from pulverization may have existed only 
in Smith’s noble imagination. However, this romantic filip is hardly out of tune with 
the story of the courageous and dramatic fight of the Jamestown men to cling to their 
lives and their land. A careful reconstruction in tight, sturdy prose. Illustrated by 
William Sharp. (10/23) 


McNeer, May Random House 
THE CALIFORNIA GOLD RUSH: Vol. VI $1.50 


* With a documentary technique recently exploited by movies and radio, the author 
has created a vivid, fast-moving cavalcade of ome of the wildest, and most flamboyant per- 
iods in our history - the race for gold in California in the 1840's. From the first tri- 
umphant exclamation of a foreman’s wife after testing the little lump of metal Jim Marshall 
had given her at Sutter's Fort,through the cries of "riches,fame, fortune!" from towns and 
cities all over the world, through the height of the fever as ships rounded the horn and 
wagons rattled across the desert, to the growth of towns and vanished dreams, the emphasis 
in this story is on people - their dreams, hardships, luck, play, songs and communities. 
There are tales of men who really lived- Sam Brannon, breaking the raids of the notorious 
“Hounds” who marched through the mining towns terrorizing and burning; Julius Pratt who 
Sailed in ancther Yayflowerand lived through the brutal, tropic journey through the 
Isthmus; Jcaquin Murrieta,- the terrible Mexican bandit, finally captured by the Rangers; 
Studebaker, Hopkins and Amour - later successful in fields other than mining; and the 
beautiful dancer, Lotta Crabtree, darling of the mining towns. And there was San Fran- 
cisco as the tides of gold seekers surged in - over-crowded, lawless, with swindles and 
robbery part and parcel of the life of camarader’ common hardships engendered. First- 
rate informative, energetic presentation of “living history". Illustrations by Lynd Ward. 
(October.) 1% 


Sperry, Armstrong Random House 
THE VOYAGES OF CHRISTOPHER COIUMBUS Vol. I $1.50 


An account of the four busy voyages of the great Italian with traditional treat- 
ment. All the old familiar scenes are here-lsabella dramatically unclasps her necklace 
to pledge for funds, Columbus “balances” an egg for the Court and the Court titters with 
mirth as the stranger describes a spherical earth. The seldom-heard account of the sub- 
sequent events, after the landing in San Salvador, are fascinating however:--the search 
for gold and the Grand Khan of India; the desertion of Martin Alonzo of the Pinta; the 
first Spanish settlement, “La Navidad” at “Hispaniola” wiped out by Indians; the founding 
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of “Isabella”, the second settlement, where Columbus' command was replaced by scheming 
competitors; the dramatic adventures of the third voyage when he was imprisoned at the 
colony, now split and at war; and the tragic last voyage--near shipwreck, grudging rescue 
at Hispaniola, and the return home, broken and sick, but never conquered in spirit. The 
narrative, paced by these remarkable events, picks up speed toward the end but the emas- 
culated De Mille period dialogue, with which at least half the book is burdened, slows 
the action to a walk. Author illustrated. (10/23) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Paul, Louis Crown 
A HUSBAND FOR MAMA $3.00 


No great literature this, but occasional hilarity in a refreshing mosaic of 
small-town life and lives. Mama Gaines and her family have known chronic poverty and two 
of her children decide that the solution is a steady, sobersided and affluent husband for 
her. Their campaign has every unattached male thinking romantically about Mrs. Gaines, 
and is offset by the youngest, Lucile's, counterplot to marry off Halcyon, the older girl. 
The complications grow and the difficulties are ironed out with a proper happy wig 
Perhaps overdone in the Life With Father field but gay. (Full report P. 393.) (8/28) 


Breck, Vivian Doubleday 
HOOFBEATS ON THE TRAIL $2.50 


A fast-moving tale of a trail trip in the Sierra Nevadas. Cress, a high school 
senior, has failed to make good enough grades for admission to college. She knows that 
her family is deeply disappointed in her and is troubled by the constant comparisons to 
her brilliant brother, Dennis. The latter suggests the trail trip as an opportunity for 
Cress to find herself. The plan works; in the high mountains Cress overcomes her tendency 
to dramatize herself; she forms friendships, especially with Jon, a student at an agri- 
cultural college and owner of a remarkable Palomino; she determines to return to school. 
There are interesting illustrations and a trail map by Hubert Buel on which the reader 
can follow the trip. A good story and character-uplift. (9/21) 


Stolz, Mary Harper 
TO TELL YOUR LOVE $2.50 


* A lively, better than average romance-family novel for teen-age girls. As in 
the 18th century novels of sensibility, the Armecost family leads tremulously emotional 
lives. The school teacher, bird-watching father, charming, gentle mother, twenty-three 
year old poetry loving nurse, Theo, lovely and impetuous eighteeen year old Anne, and 
self-conscious, sensitive, fourteen year old Johnny--all vibrate to each other's problems 
like over-wrought canaries. Meditations, snatches of poetry and diaries reflect the 
Armecost problems. There is Anne, painfully, desperately in love, jilted by a boy her 
own age who is unwilling to accept the responsibility of her too ardent love; the brief, 
gay courtship of Theo and Paul; frail Johnny's sub-rosa tangles with a body-building 
course; and in the background the gloomy marriage of young Sam and Nora, doomed to hard- 
ship and dismal years in drab apartments until nineteen year old Sam finishes night 
school and is able to provide for his wife and baby. One summer brings emotional changes 
--Anne still feels the smart of her loss but is determined to start college with a fresh 
outlook; the family is delighted with Paul and marriage lies ahead for Theo. By saving 
a friend from drowning Johnny finds his real strength; and Nora with the baby joins Sam 
in a new apartment, accepting their hard life but secure in their mutual love. There 
may be a surfeit of nobility here, but the family relationships are warm amd happy, the 
dialogue witty, and the sobering picture of a moneyless teen-age marriage gives the book 
substance. Also the sympathetic glimpse of a kid brother may inspire the teen-age girl 
to take a second look at the traditional pest. Sure fire for girls. (10/13) 
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Gallico, Paul Knopf 
THE ABANDONED $2.75 


Fiction for Young Adults - continued 
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A sentimental, fantastic story- of an 8 year old who, in the delirium after an 
accident, lives the life of a cat- is successfully handled here. Peter, realizing what 
has happened, still retains the knowledge that he is a boy and his human behavior makes 
Jenny Baldrin's task hard - to teach him to act like a cat. There are many adventures, 
the best a trip to Glasgow on a coastal steamer, dangers and doubly hard challenges before 
Peter is restored to life as a human, and the whole is an encyclopedia of cat lore and 
legend, feline psychology and behavior, which should endear it to the wide audience of 
cat-lovers. Gallico's tales with their heart-string pull make a good antidote for the 
toughness present in so mch reading material. (Full report P. 394.) (9/11) 


Ellis, H. F. Little, Brown 
THE VEXATIONS OF A. J. WENTWORTH, B.A. $2.50 


* For an often howlingly funny picture of English school life, these "difficulties 
and distractions" which Arthur James Wentworth, B.A., suffers are uncompromisingly British 
and thoroughly entertaining. For Wentworth, of inflexible conscience, the dupe of cir- 
cumstances - and his pupils -, faces the deterioration of discipline and utter disaster 
as time after time routine and imnocent events precipitate him into a madhouse of mis- 
understandings. <A precision, a classic fidelity, to a system and a type, this has subtle 
as well as obvious situations to enjoy. (Full report P. 399.) (9/25) 


Putnam, Nina Wilcox Messner 
LYNN, COVER GIRL ” $2.50 


The glamour profession again and a sky-rocket climb to fame in a disappointing 
career-romance by this well-known author. lIynn Hopewell, airily confident of lightning 
success as a model moves from small-town New Falls to New York City and finds that neither 
pavement pounding nor faith opens the doors of the agencies and photographers- So on to 
modeling school, Correct Mental Outlook, and a fairy tale ending as Lynn is "discovered", 
hits a magazine cover, becomes Miss Silkasheen, and hooks the dream-boy. Some breathless 
views of modeling school but altogether too much gilding of an over-crowded, difficult 
profession, for any real value as a career book. (9/22) 


Walden, Amelia Morrow 
SKYMOUNTAIN $2.50 


Sophistication to Soul and riches to rags in this romance for girls set ina 
Vermont college. Robin Young, transfer from a swish California college enters Skymountain 
College in Vermont - thrilled, not with the courses of study, but with the prospect of 
taking instruction from the best women's ski instructor in the country. Arriving ina 
new car and with plenty of fashionable clothes, Robin meets rugged John Fifer, a rustic 
contrast to her suave admirer at home. Soon Robin begins to realize that friendliness 
and sincerity are more satisfying than the gilded life and:when her mother loses the 
family money and Robin must work for her tuition, she finds she can take it. Also a 
brief fling in her former expensive circle points up the real qualities in John. "T love 
you"s are exchanged in the happy ending. Slick- doubling love and skiing. (10/4) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Duvall, Evelyn Millis Association Press 
FACTS OF LIFE AND IOVE $3.00 


* As the title would indicate, this is a realistic, down-to-earth approach to the 
ticklish subject of s-x, in teen-age relations. Colored by the realization that emotion- 
al equilibrium during the difficult “growing-up" process is often a complicated and de- 
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pressing business, the text covers a great many aspects of boy and girl relationships. 
Frankly accepting the fact that insufficient sex information and the "hush-hush" treat- 
ment drive young people to emotional extremes and harmful practices, this reviews, simply 
and clearly, the physiological sexual growth of boys and girls - the story of birth; it 
discusses objectively some of the sexual aberrations usually whispered and snickered 
about behind closed doors - homosexuality, prostitution, venereal disease - pointing out 
in each case the abnormal and destructive aspects. A sharp distinction is made between 
abnormal homosexuality and normal, sincere admiration or even a "crush" affection for 

one of the same sex. There is good advice about dating, petting, falling in love, en- 
gagements, and preparing for marriage - in fact relations with the opposite sex from all 
angles. Always the emphasis is on intelligence, understanding, and emotional and spirit- 
ual growth. Illustrated with photographs, sketches and gay cartoons. It would be wise 
to look this over before prescribing, since this report cannot cover the myriad subjects 
discussec, but this is an excellent treatment on a subject now discussed in schoolroom 
lectures and roundtables as an essential element in mental and moral health. (9/26) 

















Neal, R. M. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
HIGH GREEN AND THE BARK PEELERS $3.50 










The story of how one man made a universal boyhood dream come true - getting to 
ride a locomotive cab, and of how, in the process of doing so, he made a study of a small 
but highly individual old railroad with quite a past and apparently a bright future - New 
England's Boston and Maine Railroad. Though the handling is not smooth, the material has 
an unending appeal, particularly local, which all embryonic high-ballers will relish, and 
whith all railroad enthusiasts will find informative. (Full report P. 405) (9/15) 













Longmans, Green 


Seeger, Elizabeth 
THE PAGEANT OF RUSSIAN HISTORY $4.50 





















** For young and adult guessers and squinters behind the Iron Curtain this read- 
able, clearly-visioned history of Russia should be required reading. Avoiding over-stuffed 
topic sentences, forbidding footnotes, economical or political side issues, and the usual 
bloodless textbook treatment of the post-World War I period, the author has supplied a 
detailed, unbiased account of the revolution of 1917 and pre-revolution events. What to 
most Americans seem dim, rootless phenomena--the rise of Ienin, the soviet (council) system 
(a democratic organization paradoxically coupled with the autocratic Commnist party) ,pro- 
gress and purges under Stalin--are rounded out here as characterizing a peculiarly nation- 
al movement arising from the poverty and despair of the majority of a stoically proud peo- 
ple. The author traces the pre-revolution pseudo-feudalistic society from its earliest 
beginnings in the misty legends of an llth century chronicle to the siege of Stalingrad 

in World War II--the early Viking rulers, founding of Novogrod and Kiev and the mingling 

of many peoples; wars, trading and quarrels of the Grand Princes under the shadow of the 
Holy City of Byzantium; the horrors of the savage rule of the Golden Horde of Jenghis Khan; 
the great Tsars--Ivan the Great, Boris Godunoff, Ivan the Terrible, Catherine, and enig- 
matic Alexander; the terrible retreat of Napoleon. Then the events preceding the October 
revolution--the exile and murders of the reforming Intelligentsia, the deposition of the 
Tzar, the brief bourgeois "Congress", and, finally, Lenin. This is a history of great 
personalities--leaders life-size and legendary and a people, suspicious and cynical of a 
Western culture from which they have been isolated for so long, but brave, hardened by 
suffering and devoted to their land. Decorations and maps by Bernard Watkins. (9/20) 
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Hatch, Alden Messner 
GEORGE PATTON General in Spurs $2.75 


This biography of the much-discussed general holds the reader's sustained in- 
terest. We follow Patton's life from the early days in California to his death from a 
broken neck suffered in an accident near Bad Nauheim. Dedicated to a military career 
from the early age of ten, Patton never relaxed the Spartan self-discipline which he be- 
lieved necessary to a good soldier. The author had access to unusual sources in writing 
about General Patton and the reader gets the benefit of this intimate knowledge in fre- 
quent touches of humor and anecdotes of family life. Although the book is sympathetic, 
no punches are pulled: Patton is shown with all his well-known contradictory traits of 
character. We see him as devoutly religious, yet frequently profane in language; an 
affectionate father and husband, but unsparing of his family in maintaining high stand- 
ards of courage and duty; soft-hearted and emotional, yet ruthless and even abusive 
toward any unfortunate who showed or seemed to show lack of courage. "Better to die 
than not to do your best" was his motto. The book should be enjoyed by adults as well 
as adolescents. (9/22) 


Moody, Ralph Norton 
LITTLE BRITCHES $3.00 


There's real stuff here about life in Colorado and it is told simply and direct- 
ly and reveals a sometimes harsh but always understanding father-son relationship. All 
seven of the Moodys move to a forsaken little ranch because of father's health and there 
Little Britches learned how to face a situation squarely. It is a story of hard luck, of 
stubborn pride and of altruistic community endeavor; it tells of Little Britches’ first 
earnings, his interrupted schooling, his friendship with the Indian, Two Dog, of all his 
accidents, culminating in nine broken toes, and of his ambition to be accepted in a man's 
world. Without the artificiality of other more eccentric domestic chronicles, this is 
factual family material without any cloying softness. (Full report P. 375) (8/14) 


Woodbury, George Norton 
THE STORY OF A STANLEY STEAMER $3.00 


* Any mechanically-minded boy will discover lots of fascinating material in this 
story of a search for, and a reconditioning of a 1917 Stanley Steamer. For the author is 
inducted into the hobby of old cars, digs into automotive archaeology, and, with the pur- 
chase of a boiler, tracks down a car to go with it. From then on it is tinkering, and 
more tinkering,alarums and excursions which led to a sort of benign lunacy, the history 
of the identical twins, F. E. and F. 0. Stanley and their car. There's a lot of fun, too, 
in this mechanical love story and an elegant sufficiency of motors and motoring to satis- 
fy today's hot-rodders. (Full report P. 376.) (8/21) Illustrated. 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Coleman, Satis N. John Day 
THE NEW SINGING TIME $2.50 


A book of original songs by the author of previous "Singing Time" books con- 
times her excellent work in this new volume. It follows concepts of the earlier books 
in concentrating on children's interests- the zoo, horn and drum, riding in a train, 
what we eat, planting seeds, snowflakes, making cookies, birthday, etc., etc.-; the tunes 
are planned for little voices; the subjects are selected for dramatic play and further 
lyrics; rhythm and rhythmic activity are part of the program. A pleasant complement to 
other song books, around the house as well as in school, for the piano parts, although 
not complicated, are not childish in treatment. (8/2) 

















